
       CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH    

23 S. Prospect St.  †  Verona, NJ  07044  †  Phone (973) 239-0577 

Rev. Anthony Giordano, Pastor   ww.veronalutheran.com 

Second Sunday after Pentecost     June 7, 2026    10:30 am 

If you are visiting Calvary, we hope you feel welcome. 
Please read our Holy Communion statement on page 9 of 
this bulletin. And please take a moment to fill out one of our 
Visitor Cards located in the slot of the pew in front of you. 
We will keep you updated on all the fun activities we have 
planned! After the service, be sure to introduce yourself to 
Pastor Anthony. 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME      

Please rise 

OPENING HYMN:          By Grace I'm Saved (vs 1-4)           566 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose 

compassion endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin to God.  

                     Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, 

C:  we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is 

heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your 

mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 

your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your 

peace. In Christ’s name we pray,  Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In 
the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your 
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

  C: Amen. 
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SONG OF PRAISE:         Holy Is the Lord      
Words & Music: Tomlin & Giglio© 2003 Rising Springs Music, Vamos Publishing 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 R: O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our 
being. By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this 
wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C: Amen. 

Please be seated 

FIRST READING:                                                       Hosea 5:15-6:6 
 R: Then I will return to my lair until they have borne their guilt 

and seek my face— in their misery they will earnestly 

seek me.” 6 “Come, let us return to the Lord. He has torn 
us to pieces but he will heal us; he has injured us but he 

will bind up our wounds. 2 After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his 

presence. 3 Let us acknowledge the Lord; let us press on 
to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will 
appear; he will come to us like the winter rains, like the 

spring rains that water the earth.” 4 “What can I do with 
you, Ephraim? What can I do with you, Judah? Your love 
is like the morning mist, like the early dew that 

disappears. 5 Therefore I cut you in pieces with my 
prophets, I killed you with the words of my mouth— then 

my judgments go forth like the sun. 6 For I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice, and acknowledgment of God rather than 
burnt offerings. 

 R: This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C: Thanks be to God.  

 
SECOND READING:                               Romans 4:13-25 

 R: 13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his 
offspring received the promise that he would be heir 
of the world, but through the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law 
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are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is 

worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And 
where there is no law there is no transgression. 
16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it 
may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all 
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of 
the law but also to those who have the faith of 

Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is written: 
“I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our 
father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the 
God who gives life to the dead and calls into being 

things that were not. 18 Against all hope, Abraham in 
hope believed and so became the father of many 
nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, he 
faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—
since he was about a hundred years old—and that 

Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver 
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but 
was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 
21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do 

what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was credited 

to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was 

credited to him” were written not for him alone, 24 but 
also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—
for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord 

from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for 
our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

 R:  This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C:  Thanks be to God.  

Please rise 

  C:  ♫ Alleluia ♫ Alleluia ♫ Alleluia             p. 190 
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GOSPEL READING:                                    Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 9th chapter. 

 C:  ♫  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   P:  9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named 
Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he 

told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 10 While 
Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and ate with him and his 

disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors 

and sinners?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the 

healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and 
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I 

have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 18 While 
he was saying this, a synagogue leader came and knelt 
before him and said, “My daughter has just died. But come 

and put your hand on her, and she will live.” 19 Jesus got 

up and went with him, and so did his disciples. 20 Just then 
a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve 
years came up behind him and touched the edge of his 

cloak. 21 She said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will 

be healed.” 22 Jesus turned and saw her. “Take heart, 
daughter,” he said, “your faith has healed you.” And the 

woman was healed at that moment. 23 When Jesus 
entered the synagogue leader’s house and saw the noisy 

crowd and people playing pipes, 24 he said, “Go away. The 
girl is not dead but asleep.” But they laughed at him. 
25 After the crowd had been put outside, he went in and 

took the girl by the hand, and she got up. 26 News of this 
spread through all that region. 

   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

Please be seated 

HYMN:       Chief of Sinners Though I Be        611  

 

SERMON 
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Please rise 

APOSTLES’ CREED                  p.192 

 C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth.   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died and was buried.   

   He descended into hell.  

   The third day He rose again from the dead.   

   He ascended into heaven  

   and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

 Almighty.   

   From thence He will come to judge the living and 

 the dead.   

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

       the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

OFFERTORY:                    I Create in Me                        192 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  
 P: Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the 

church and the needs of the world. 

  (A brief silence) 

 P: God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of 
mercy. Ground us in following Christ, that we might 
extend the mercy we receive. God of grace, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 P: God of creation, all you have made is yours. Make us 
wise stewards of all you have given us to tend. God of 
grace, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 



- 6 - 

 

 P: God of the nations, you promise to deliver those who call 
on you. Bring an end to conflict, bigotry, and injustice in all 
their forms wherever they are found. God of grace, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 P: God of comfort, you provide for those in need. Bring an end 
to addiction. Comfort people as they mourn. Provide 
tenderly for those in need (especially). God of grace, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

 P: God of blessings, you send the Holy Spirit to provide 
varieties of gifts in the body of Christ. Accompany those who 
travel this summer, make our gatherings joyous, and grant 
us a spirit of hospitality and togetherness. God of grace, 

 C: hear our prayer. 

        Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 P: Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our 
spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through 
Jesus our Savior.   

 C: Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE                                p. 194 

 P:  The Lord be with you 

 C:  ♫  And with thy spirit  

 P:  Lift up your hearts    

 C:  ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord  

 P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God  

 C:  ♫  It is meet and right so to do  

   P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Therefore with angels and archangels, and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 
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SANCTUS ♫                                p. 195 
   C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and 

earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is 

He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body †, which is given for you. This do, in 
remembrance of Me.”   

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
† blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

   P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 P:  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C: ♫ Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  ♫                                         p. 198 

C: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER 
P: For anyone here who has doubt and is uncertain, for any 

of us unsure of what we believe about God: we welcome 
your doubts and uncertainties and we acknowledge our 
own. For anyone here who feels lost, or in between two 
places, we acknowledge how lonely that can feel. 
For anyone here who is experiencing any pain, anxiety, 
sorrow, grief, or depression: we are not here to chase it 
away; we are not here to promise that our spiritual 
practices will make it go away. We are here to accompany 
you in the challenges and mysteries you face. 
May you feel that you belong, may you feel the freedom to 
be just where you are, may you know that we believe and 
hope for you (especially when you cannot), and may you 
be refreshed at this table.  
The gifts of God are for the people of God.  

Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION 

      SONG:                  But For Your Grace  
Words & Music: Rita Baloche © 1998 Integrity's Hosanna! Music 

 

PRAYER 

 C:  Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and 

wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your 

love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 

may share your love freely, as you have shared with 

us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the 

Spirit nourishing us now and forever.  Amen. 
 

THANK THE LORD ♫  p. 181 

  C:  Thank the Lord and sing His praise;  

 tell everyone what He has done.   

 Let everyone who seeks the Lord  

 rejoice and proudly bear His name.   

 He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in 

joy with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

BLESSING 
 P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, 

and hold you today and always.   Amen.  
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CLOSING SONG:             All of Creation 
Words & Music: Mercy Me © 2010 Simpleville Music (Admin. by Music Serv. Inc) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL  

 P: Jesus said, "I have come that you may have life and have 
it abundantly." Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

 C: Thanks be to God! 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

We believe that the true body and blood of Jesus Christ are 
present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Holy 
Communion is offered at all of our services and is for all 
baptized Christians who share our belief that Christ, himself, 
is truly present. The individual cups are filled with wine (red) 
or grape juice (amber color).  If you do not want to receive 
Communion, you may remain in your seat or come up to the 
altar and cross your arms on your chest. Pastor will give you a 
blessing. 

 
Flowers have been placed at the altar today by Nancy 

and Bill Keltner with thanksgiving and celebration of 

Molly and Brian’s birthday. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND ELECTION TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

On Sunday, June 14th, a Congregational Meeting will be held 
following the service.  In addition to the presentation of 
committee reports, an election to the Board of Directors will be 
held, in accordance with Sec. IV.C of the Calvary Bylaws.  

The slate of candidates is as follows: 

        President - Matt Minucci 

        Vice-President - Joanne Arroyo 

        Secretary - Blake Cook 

        Director of Worship – Anne Daly 

        Director of Stewardship - Matt Minucci 

        Director of Education - Ruth Bolger 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 

Matthew 9:9 – “As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a 

man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to 

him, ‘Follow me.’ And he rose and followed him.” When 
Jesus talks, Matthew listens and acts. Jesus says, “Follow me,” 
and Matthew follows. What does this tell us about Matthew? It 
tells us that he believes in Jesus. Our actions flow out of our 
faith. Show me what a man does, and I’ll tell you what he really 
believes. Our sinful actions uncover our false beliefs and our 
need for repentance and a return to the forgiveness we find in 
Jesus. Our godly actions display our faith in Jesus. What kind of 
faith (or false belief) do your financial actions display? 
 

BIBLE STUDY ON GENESIS:  June 10, 17, 24 at 7pm.   
All are welcome. 

 

CALENDAR:  

 Wednesday:     7:00 pm  Bible Study 

 Thursday:          6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

 Sunday:            8:45 am  Sunday School 

                 10:10 am  Prayer Meeting in Kavasch Hall 

                  10:30 am  Communion Service 

 

 THOSE WHO SERVE US: 

 Altar Guild:  Lauren Molinari 

 Communion Assistant:  John Ricca 

 Contemporary Music Director/Organist:  Ruth Bolger 

 Live Stream/Projectionist: Chris Bolger 

 Reader:  Matt Minucci 

 The Praise Team  

 

BIRTHDAYS: 

 June 8th   Molly Jaffe   

 June 9th   Ruth Bolger 

 June 10th Abbacculyn Dokie      

 June 12th Abbaccus Dokie 

 



June 7, 2026 

      PRAY FOR: 
 

Colette    Lou Ann 

Doris Beall    Lois Tiedemann 

Anita Minnix   Gerry Shimonaski  

John Wickham   Gordon Wickham 

Karl and Luise Wetter  Fred Lausten 

Lucille Wernes    Al Arroyo   

Dessirree Filaci   Nathan Kuder 

Gilbert Kriebel   Pastor Anthony Iovine 

Mary Benirschke   Jean Giovinco 

Caroline    Michael Conte 

Lorna     Maydine 

    

 

Mission Workers 

Kenneth Meyer Jr. and his mission work in Vienna. 

Benga Adesokan and his mission work with Nigeria. 
   

  Calvary’s Mission 

As God’s Children, our mission is to 
Know His Word, Share His Word and Live His Word 

Visit our website at www.veronalutheran.com for updates and online giving. 
Click on the donate tab to set up online giving, it’s easy and convenient. 

 
CCLI#  1304541 


