
       CALVARY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

23 S. Prospect St.  †  Verona, NJ  07044  †  Phone (973) 239-0577 

Rev. Anthony Giordano, Pastor   ww.veronalutheran.com 

Third Sunday of Easter           April 19, 2026          10:30 am 

  

If you are visiting Calvary, we hope you feel welcome. Please 
read our Holy Communion statement on page 9 of this bulletin. 
And please take a moment to fill out one of our Visitor Cards 
located in the slot of the pew in front of you. We will keep you 
updated on all the fun activities we have planned! After the 
service, be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Anthony. 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME      

Please rise 

OPENING HYMN:     The Strife Is O'er, the Battle Done     464 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the  
 throne and to the Lamb! 

C: Amen. 

P:  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.  

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies 
us on our journeys. We give you thanks for your life-giving 
death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy 
and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup 
overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. Fill us 
with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

C: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
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P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of 
baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join 
with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 
now and forever.  

  C: Amen. 
 

SONG OF PRAISE:     The River Is Here 

Words & Music: Andy Park © 1994 Mercy/vineyard Publishing 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 R: O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples 
in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that 
we may see him in his redeeming work, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 C: Amen. 

Please be seated 

FIRST READING:                                                    Acts 2:14a, 36-42 

 R: 14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice 
and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you 
who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen 

carefully to what I say. 36 “Therefore let all Israel be 
assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you 

crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people 
heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who 
are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he 
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their 

number that day. 42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 
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 R: This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C: Thanks be to God.  
 

SECOND READING:                              1 Peter 1:17-23 

 R: 17 Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s 
work impartially, live out your time as foreigners here in 

reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 

you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood 

of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was 
chosen before the creation of the world, but was 

revealed in these last times for your sake. 21 Through 
him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead 
and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 
22 Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the 
truth so that you have sincere love for each other, love 

one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been 
born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 
through the living and enduring word of God.  

 R:  This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C:  Thanks be to God.  

Please rise 

  C:  ♫ Alleluia ♫ Alleluia ♫ Alleluia            p. 190 
 

GOSPEL READING:                                                Luke 24:13-35 

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 

 C:  ♫  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   P:  13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
14 They were talking with each other about everything that 

had happened. 15 As they talked and discussed these 
things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 

along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing 

him. 17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together 
as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces downcast. 
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18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things 

that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What 
things?” he asked. “About Jesus of Nazareth,” they 
replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed 

before God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our 
rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they 

crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one 
who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is 

the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some 
of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this 

morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came and told us 
that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was 

alive. 24 Then some of our companions went to the tomb 
and found it just as the women had said, but they did not 

see Jesus.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and 
how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then 

enter his glory?” 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning himself. 28 As they approached the 
village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if 

he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay 
with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So 

he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table 
with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 

to give it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 
32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he talked with us on the road and opened 

the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and returned at once 
to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 

them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The 

Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the 
two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus 
was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  
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Please be seated 

SONG:                 Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus             
Words & Music: Helen H Lemmel © Public Domain 

 

SERMON 

Please rise 

APOSTLES’ CREED                  p.192 

 C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth.   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died and was buried.   

   He descended into hell.  

   The third day He rose again from the dead.   

   He ascended into heaven  

   and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

 Almighty.   

   From thence He will come to judge the living and 

 the dead.   

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

       the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

OFFERTORY:                          Create in Me                             192 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  

 P: Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and 
redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs of all 
creation. 

  (A brief silence) 
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 P: Living Savior, just as you journeyed with the disciples to 
Emmaus, accompany us on our journey of faith. Gather 
us at your table, that we recognize you in the breaking of 
the bread. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 

 P: God of justice, where leaders abuse power, confront 
them and call them to repentance. Where there is 
corruption, bring integrity; where there is violence, sow 
peace. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 

 P: Healing Savior, your resurrection brings hope to a hurting 
world. Heal those who are sick (especially). Strengthen 
the weary, give courage to the despairing, and comfort 
the dying. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 

 P: Gracious One, you have made us your own through the 
gift of baptism. Unite us in genuine love for one another 
and uphold this community in your name. Merciful God, 

 C: receive our prayer. 

        Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 P: God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers 
to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

 C: Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE                                p. 194 

 P:  The Lord be with you 

 C:  ♫  And with thy spirit  

 P:  Lift up your hearts    

 C:  ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord  

 P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God  

 C:  ♫  It is meet and right so to do  
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   P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound 
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of 
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was 
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His 
dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He 
has restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary 
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and singing: 

SANCTUS ♫                                 p. 195 
   C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and 

earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is 

He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 

betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body †, which is given for you. This do, in 
remembrance of Me.”   

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
† blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
   P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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 P:  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C: ♫ Amen. 

AGNUS DEI  ♫                                         p. 198 

C: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 

sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 

PRAYER 

P: For anyone here who has doubt and is uncertain, for any 
of us unsure of what we believe about God: we welcome 
your doubts and uncertainties and we acknowledge our 
own. For anyone here who feels lost, or in between two 
places, we acknowledge how lonely that can feel. 
For anyone here who is experiencing any pain, anxiety, 
sorrow, grief, or depression: we are not here to chase it 
away; we are not here to promise that our spiritual 
practices will make it go away. We are here to accompany 
you in the challenges and mysteries you face. 
May you feel that you belong, may you feel the freedom to 
be just where you are, may you know that we believe and 
hope for you (especially when you cannot), and may you 
be refreshed at this table.  
The gifts of God are for the people of God.  

Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION 

      SONG:                      You Alone  
Words & Music: Clint Brown © 2000 Brown, Clint 

PRAYER 

 C: Holy One, through this meal you have made your 

home among us and are making all things new. Send 

us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In 

the name of Jesus,  Amen. 
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THANK THE LORD ♫  p. 181 

  C: Thank the Lord and sing His praise;  

 tell everyone what He has done.   

 Let everyone who seeks the Lord  

 rejoice and proudly bear His name.   

 He recalls His promises  

 and leads His people forth in joy  

 with shouts of thanksgiving.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

BLESSING: 

 P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus 
Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our 

advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever.      

   C: Amen.  
 

CLOSING SONG:      That's Why We Praise Him 
Words & Music: Tommy Walker © 1999 WeMobile Music (Brentwood Benson Publishing) 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

DISMISSAL  

 P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!  

 C: Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 

 

Altar flowers have been given today to the glory of 

God by Cindy and Bob Eucker as they celebrate the 

birthdays of Bob and their son, Robert. 

 
HOLY COMMUNION 
We believe that the true body and blood of Jesus Christ are 
present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Holy 
Communion is offered at all of our services and is for all baptized 
Christians who share our belief that Christ, himself, is truly 
present. The individual cups are filled with wine (red) or grape 
juice (amber color).  If you do not want to receive Communion, 
you may remain in your seat or come up to the altar and cross 
your arms on your chest. Pastor will give you a blessing. 
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STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 
1 Peter 1:18–19 – “You were ransomed from the futile ways 
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such 
as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot.” Christ ransomed us and 
bought us back from the slavery into which we were born. We 
do not belong to ourselves, to the devil or to the world. We 
belong to Jesus. Therefore, we live our lives not in accordance 
with our own wisdom, but in line with God’s Word. 
 

Calvary's Kindness Club will meet after church on Sunday, 

May 3 to prepare the personal care bags for clients at 
Children's Aid and Family Services and Greystone Park 
Psychiatric Hospital. Each bag will contain a personal note 
from a member of the club. Remember to sign-up on the 
bulletin board in the Narthex. New members are welcome! 
 

BIBLE STUDY ON GENESIS:  May 6, 13, 20, 27, at 7pm.   
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS:  May 9, at 1pm 
 

CALENDAR:  

4/23 Thursday:          6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

4/25 Saturday:   3:00 pm   Board Meeting 

 4/26 Sunday:            8:45 am  Sunday School 

                     10:10 am  Prayer Meeting in Kavasch Hall 

                        10:30 am  Communion Service,  

   Kowalchuk Baptism, Coffee Hour with  

   Presentation about Young Vision Africa 

   

 THOSE WHO SERVE US: 

 Altar Guild:  Debbie Houlihan 

 Communion Assistant:  John Ricca 

 Contemporary Music Director/Organist:  Ruth Bolger 

 Live Stream/Projectionist: Chris Bolger 

 Reader:  Joanne Arroyo 

 The Praise Team  

 



April 19, 2026 

      PRAY FOR: 
 

Ellen Ciompi    Lou Ann 

Doris Beall    Lois Tiedemann 

Anita Minnix   Gerry Shimonaski  

John Wickham   Gordon Wickham 

Karl and Luise Wetter  Fred Lausten 

Lucille Wernes    Al Arroyo   

Dessirree Filaci   Nathan Kuder 

Gilbert Kriebel   Pastor Anthony Iovine 

Mary Benirschke   Jean Giovinco 

Caroline    Michael Conte 

Lorna     Maydine 

Colette    Avery 

 

Mission Workers 

Kenneth Meyer Jr. and his mission work in Vienna. 

Benga Adesokan and his mission work with Nigeria. 
   

  Calvary’s Mission 

As God’s Children, our mission is to 
Know His Word, Share His Word and Live His Word 

Visit our website at www.veronalutheran.com for updates and online giving. 
Click on the donate tab to set up online giving, it’s easy and convenient. 

 
CCLI#  1304541 


