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Rev. Anthony Giordano, Pastor   ww.veronalutheran.com 

Fifth Sunday in Lent          March 22, 2026          10:30 am 

  
If you are visiting Calvary, we hope you feel welcome. Please 
read our Holy Communion statement on page 11 of this 
bulletin. And please take a moment to fill out one of our Visitor 
Cards located in the slot of the pew in front of you. We will 
keep you updated on all the fun activities we have planned! 
After the service, be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor 
Anthony. 

PRELUDE  
 

WELCOME      
 

Please rise 
 

OPENING HYMN:           Jesus Christ, My Sure Defense      741 
      

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives 
all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our 
guilt and blots out all offenses. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 P:  Gracious God, 

 C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor 
you: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
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P: For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your 
word: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for 
hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for 
disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting 
signs of your healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for 
disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

P: God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. 
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed 

in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who 
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s 
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.  

C: Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 R: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all 

from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your 

Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and 

serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Please be seated 
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FIRST READING:                                                        Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 R:  The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out 

by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a 

valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth 
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor 

of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, 
“Son of man, can these bones live?” I said, “Sovereign 

Lord, you alone know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the 

word of the Lord! 5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says 
to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will 

come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh 
come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath 
in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I 

am the Lord.’” 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. 
And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling 

sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I 
looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and 
skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and 

breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered 
them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast 

army. 11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones 
are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 

up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore 
prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves 
and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the 

land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and bring you up from 

them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I 
will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I 
the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the 
Lord.’” 

 R: This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C: Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING:                                       Romans 8:6-11 

 R:  6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind 

governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind 
governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit 

to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the 

realm of the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, 
are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even 
though your body is subject to death because of sin, the 

Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life 
to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in 
you. 

  R:  This is the Word of the Lord.  

 C:  Thanks be to God.  

Please rise 

 

GOSPEL READING:                                                   John 11:1-45 

 P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 11th chapter. 

 C:  ♫  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  P:  Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from 

Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 (This 

Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same 

one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet 

with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, 

the one you love is sick.” 4 When he heard this, Jesus 

said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for 

God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through 

it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 
6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed 

where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his 

disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 8 “But Rabbi,” they 

said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, 

and yet you are going back?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are 
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there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in 

the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s 

light. 10 It is when a person walks at night that they 

stumble, for they have no light.” 11 After he had said this, 

he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 

asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 12 His 

disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 
13 Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples 

thought he meant natural sleep. 14 So then he told them 

plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I 

was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” 16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to 

the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 

with him.” 17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany 

was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in 

the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed 

at home. 21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that 

even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 23 Jesus 

said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha 

answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at 

the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection 

and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even 

though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me 

will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she 

replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, who is to come into the world.” 28 After she had said 

this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The 

Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 
29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was 

still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the 

Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 

her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they 

followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 

mourn there. 32 When Mary reached the place where 
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Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who 

had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply 

moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid 

him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved 

him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who 

opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 

from dying?” 38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” 

said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time 

there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, 

you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 

stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank 

you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you always 

hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 

standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 

hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth 

around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave 

clothes and let him go.” 45 Therefore many of the Jews 

who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

   P:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ.  

Please be seated 

HYMN:            What Wondrous Love Is This           543 
 

SERMON 

Please rise 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                  p.192 

 C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

  maker of heaven and earth.   

  And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,  

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

   born of the virgin Mary,  

   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died and was buried.   

   He descended into hell.  

   The third day He rose again from the dead.   

   He ascended into heaven  

   and sits at the right hand of God the Father 

 Almighty.   

   From thence He will come to judge the living and 

 the dead.   

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the holy Christian Church,  

       the communion of saints,  

   the forgiveness of sins,  

   the resurrection of the body,  

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY:                          Create in Me                             192 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:  

 P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s 
presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. 

  (A brief silence) 

 P: We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who 
gather in your name. Breathe into us so that we may 
share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. 
Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 P: We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to 
act boldly for justice, free all who live in places of war and 
violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to 
safety. Hear us, O God. 
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 C: Your mercy is great. 

 P: We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of 
poverty that weighs down so many. Console any who 
weep and heal all who are sick (especially). Hear us, O 
God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

 P: We pray for this assembly. Deepen our wonder at the 
mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. 

 C: Your mercy is great. 

        Here other intercessions may be offered.  

 P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our 
strength and salvation. 

 C: Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE                                p. 194 

 P:  The Lord be with you 

 C:  ♫  And with thy spirit  

 P:  Lift up your hearts    

 C:  ♫  We lift them up unto the Lord  

 P:  Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God  

 C:  ♫  It is meet and right so to do  

   P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 

almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 

gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 

hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 

paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels 

and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 

You and singing: 
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SANCTUS ♫:                             p. 195 

   C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’n and 

earth are full of Thy glory.  Hosanna, hosanna, 

hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is He, blessed is 

He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 

Lord.  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

 P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body †, which is given for you. This do, in 
remembrance of Me.”   

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
† blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

   P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C:   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 P:  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C: ♫ Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI  ♫                                         p. 198 

C: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the 
sin of the world, grant us Thy peace.  Amen. 
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PRAYER 
P: For anyone here who has doubt and is uncertain, for any 

of us unsure of what we believe about God: we welcome 
your doubts and uncertainties and we acknowledge our 
own. For anyone here who feels lost, or in between two 
places, we acknowledge how lonely that can feel. 
For anyone here who is experiencing any pain, anxiety, 
sorrow, grief, or depression: we are not here to chase it 
away; we are not here to promise that our spiritual 
practices will make it go away. We are here to accompany 
you in the challenges and mysteries you face. 
May you feel that you belong, may you feel the freedom to 
be just where you are, may you know that we believe and 
hope for you (especially when you cannot), and may you 
be refreshed at this table.  
The gifts of God are for the people of God.  

Please be seated. 

DISTRIBUTION 

      SONG:        At the Cross  
Words & Music: Randy Butler, Terry Butler © 1993 Mercy Vineyard Publishing 

 

PRAYER 

 C:  God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal 

that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 

strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and 

blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in 

the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS ♫  p. 199 

  C:  Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, 

according to Thy Word, for mine eyes have seen Thy 

salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face 

of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 

glory of Thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father 

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end. Amen. 
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BLESSING: 

 P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls 
all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems 
us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains 

creation, ☩ bless you now and always.      

   C: Amen.  
 

CLOSING SONG:   You Are My King (Amazing Love) 
Words & Music: Billy Foote © 1996 Worshiptogether.com Songs 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

DISMISSAL  

 P: Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

 C: Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
We believe that the true body and blood of Jesus Christ are 
present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Holy 
Communion is offered at all of our services and is for all baptized 
Christians who share our belief that Christ, himself, is truly 
present. The individual cups are filled with wine (red) or grape 
juice (amber color).  If you do not want to receive Communion, 
you may remain in your seat or come up to the altar and cross 
your arms on your chest. Pastor will give you a blessing. 

 

Flowers have been placed at the altar today by Cindy 

and Bob Eucker in celebration of their son David’s 

birthday. 
 

You are invited to a concert! Calvary is hosting the Houghton, 
NY University Choir this Friday, March 27. The group will present 
a concert in our sanctuary at 7 p.m. Volunteers will be needed to 
help serve dinner to the students and their chaperones at 5 p.m. 
We are also looking for volunteers to house the students 
overnight. Please contact Ruth Bolger 973-303-1613. 
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Living DaVinci 

We need you for the Living DaVinci which will take place on 
Maundy Thursday, 4/2 at 7:30pm. We need men as Actors and 
Voiceover Actors, and we need men and women for the Choir.  
No memorization necessary. Tell Pastor which role you prefer. 

Your commitment would be 3 dates:      3/28 at 2pm.  

4/1 Team Leaders arrive at 5:30. Actors, Singers, Voiceover       
Actors, Stage Crew arrive at 6:15pm.  2-hour costumed rehearsal.  

4/2 Actors arrive at 6pm.  All others arrive at 6:45.  
Remember to invite your friends, family and neighbors too. 
 

Easter lily order forms are on the table in the 
Narthex. The cost is $10.00 per plant.  Completed 
order forms must be returned by March 29. Please 
leave your orders in the church office. For those who 

are not able to attend church in person, please call your order 
in to the church office.  Anne Daly will be happy to answer any 
questions. 
 

STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS 

Romans 8:1 – “There is therefore now no condemnation for 

those who are in Christ Jesus.” This is the joy of the Gospel! 
There is no condemnation for us before the throne of God 
because in His love He has provided salvation for us in Christ. 
We have been set free. We are His children once again, and 
co-heirs with Christ of all the blessings of heaven. If this does 
not make us thankful, nothing will! 

 

The Flower Calendar is posted on the bulletin board!   

Altar flower dedications offer a meaningful way to honor 
loved ones, celebrate special occasions, or give thanks. Sign 
up on the chart on the bulletin board by the stairs. 
Flowers are $60.00 for 2 arrangements ($30.00 each, if 
shared with someone). 
 

Easter Sunday Pancake Breakfast, April 5 

Breakfast and fellowship will be in Kavasch Hall, 9 – 10am.  
Please let Bob Eucker know if you will be available to help with 
cooking and setting up (973-476-1640). 
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CALENDAR:  
Wednesday:   Lent Midweek Gathering 
 Thursday:               6:30 pm  Praise Team Practice 

 Sunday:                8:45 am  Sunday School 
                     10:10 am  Prayer Meeting in Kavasch Hall 
                        10:30 am   Communion Service    

Lent Midweek Gathering at Calvary:  3/25 
6pm Supper, 7:30pm Video and Discussion. 

During our last midweek Lenten meeting, we will be watching 
and discussing “The Case for Easter”. This video series from 
Lee Strobel looks at the evidence for the Resurrection and 
invites us to examine it and consider why Easter is so vital for 
our faith. 

THOSE WHO SERVE US: 
 Altar Guild:  Lauren Molinari 
 Communion Assistant:  John Ricca 
 Contemporary Music Director/Organist:  Ruth Bolger 
 Live Stream/Projectionist: Chris Bolger 
 Reader: Anne Daly 
 The Praise Team 

 

BIRTHDAYS:   

 March 22nd   -   David Eucker 

 March 25th   -      Nancy Keltner 



 

March 22, 2026 

      PRAY FOR: 
 

Nancy Wolcott   Lou Ann 

Doris Beall    Ellen Ciompi 

Anita Minnix   Gerry Shimonaski  

John Wickham   Gordon Wickham 

Karl and Luise Wetter  Fred Lausten 

Lucille Wernes    Al Arroyo   

Dessirree Filaci   Nathan Kuder 

Gilbert Kriebel   Pastor Anthony Iovine 

Mary Benirschke   Jean Giovinco 

Caroline    Michael Conte 

Lorna     Maydine 

Colette     Lois Tiedemann 

 

Mission Workers 

Kenneth Meyer Jr. and his mission work in Vienna. 

Benga Adesokan and his mission work with Nigeria. 
   

  Calvary’s Mission 

As God’s Children, our mission is to 
Know His Word, Share His Word and Live His Word 

Visit our website at www.veronalutheran.com for updates and online giving. 
Click on the donate tab to set up online giving, it’s easy and convenient. 

 

CCLI#  1304541 


