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Rev. Anthony Giordano, Pastor ww.veronalutheran.com

First Sunday in Lent February 22 2026 10:30 am

If you are visiting Calvary, we hope you feel welcome. Please
read our Holy Communion statement on page 9 of this bulletin.
And please take a moment to fill out one of our Visitor Cards
located in the slot of the pew in front of you. We will keep you
updated on all the fun activities we have planned! After the
service, be sure to introduce yourself to Pastor Anthony.

PRELUDE
WELCOME

Please rise

OPENING HYmN: Christ, the Life of All the Living (vs.1,2,6,7)
420

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who forgives
all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our
guilt and blots out all offenses.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor
you: Gracious God,

C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your
word: Gracious God,
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C: have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.



C:

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for
hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for
disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for
distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world:
Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for
disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: Gracious God,

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.
Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been clothed
in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of + Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who
raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God'’s
love into your hearts, and gives you life and peace.

Amen.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

R:

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and
evil rages within and around us, and the devil and all the
forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep
us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us
again and restore us through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Please be seated

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
R: ¥ The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden

of Eden to work it and keep it. ¥ And the Lord God
commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of
every tree of the garden, "but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the

day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” Now the
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serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did
God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the
garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may
eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 2 but God said,
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you
die.” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not
surely die. > For God knows that when you eat of it your
eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” ¢ So when the woman saw that the tree
was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes,
and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to
her husband who was with her, and he ate. ’ Then the
eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were
naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves loincloths.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Romans 5:12-19
R: ?Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one
man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all
men because all sinned- 12 for sin indeed was in the world
before the law was given, but sin is not counted where
there is no law. 1 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses,
even over those whose sinning was not like the
transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who
was to come. 1°But the free gift is not like the trespass.
For if many died through one man's trespass, much more
have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of
that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many. 16 And the
free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the
judgment following one trespass brought condemnation,
but the free gift following many trespasses brought
justification. '’ For if, because of one man's trespass,
death reigned through that one man, much more will those
who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of
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righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus
Christ. 1 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation
for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to
justification and life for all men. *° For as by the one man's
disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one
man's obedience the many will be made righteous.

R: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please rise

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 4:1-11
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 4" chapter.

C: J Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

P: Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to
be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days and
forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and
said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It
is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God.”” ®> Then the devil
took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the
temple ¢ and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw
yourself down, for it is written, “He will command his
angels concerning you,” and “On their hands they will bear
you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.” 7 Jesus
said to him, “Again it is written, “You shall not put the Lord
your God to the test.” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very
high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the
world and their glory. °® And he said to him, “All these | will
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” ** Then
Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “You
shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you
serve.” ' Then the devil left him, and behold, angels
came and were ministering to him.

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Jd Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Please be seated



HYMN: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 418

SERMON
Please rise

APOSTLES’ CREED p.192
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERTORY: Create in Me 192

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
P: Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s
presence, let us pray for the world and its needs.

(A brief silence)

P: God of all grace, grant faith to your church. Give to all
the baptized the will to resist temptation and to worship
and serve you alone. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of all nations, preserve us from trouble. Surround all
living in places of violence with your steadfast love and
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give resilience to all who work for peace. Grant courage
to those who challenge, especially around issues of
racism and systemic oppression. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of all healing, mend our wounds. Bring wholeness to
all who are sick, give peace to all who groan in grief, and
send companions to all who are lonely or isolated.
(Especially we pray for . . .) Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: God of all people, provide for our community. For any
among us who hunger for bread, bring nourishment. For
any among us who hunger for truth, speak your life-giving
word. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P: Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our
strength and salvation.

C: Amen.

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE p. 194

P: The Lord be with you

C: J And with thy spirit

P: Lift up your hearts

C: J We lift them up unto the Lord

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord our God

C: J Itis meet and right so to do

P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave
His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we
might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feastin
sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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SANCTUS J p. 195

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; heav’'n and
earth are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna,
hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He, blessed is
He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF OUR LORD

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body t, which is given for you. This do, in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as itis
in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

P: The Peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: & Amen.

AGNus DEl J p. 198

C: O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the
sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.
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PRAYER

P: For anyone here who has doubt and is uncertain, for any
of us unsure of what we believe about God: we welcome
your doubts and uncertainties and we acknowledge our
own. For anyone here who feels lost, or in between two
places, we acknowledge how lonely that can feel.
For anyone here who is experiencing any pain, anxiety,
sorrow, grief, or depression: we are not here to chase it
away; we are not here to promise that our spiritual
practices will make it go away. We are here to accompany
you in the challenges and mysteries you face.
May you feel that you belong, may you feel the freedom to
be just where you are, may you know that we believe and
hope for you (especially when you cannot), and may you
be refreshed at this table.
The gifts of God are for the people of God.

Please be seated.

DISTRIBUTION
SONG: Seek Ye First

Words & Music: 1972 CCCM Music; Universal Music-Brentwood Benson Pub..

PRAYER

C: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this
meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you,
and strengthens us for the journey. Through the
body and blood of your Son, may we become
Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your
love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

NuUNC DIMITTIS &4 p. 199

C: Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,

according to Thy Word, for mine eyes have seen Thy

salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face

of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the

glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to the Father

and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world
without end. Amen.



BLESSING:

P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls
all things into existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems
us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains

creation, *+ bless you now and always.

C: Amen.
CLOSING SONG: Holy Is the Lord
Words & Music: Tomlin & Giglio © 2003 Rising Springs Music, Vamos Publishing
ANNOUNCEMENTS
DismISSAL

P: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

HoLy COMMUNION

We believe that the true body and blood of Jesus Christ are
present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper. Holy
Communion is offered at all of our services and is for all
baptized Christians who share our belief that Christ, himself, is
truly present. The individual cups are filled with wine (red) or
grape juice (amber color). If you do not want to receive
Communion, you may remain in your seat or come up to the
altar and cross your arms on your chest. Pastor will give you a
blessing.

Appeal from the NJ District Disaster Response Coordinator
Last fall, our N.J. District depleted their flood bucket supply to
help fellow US citizens impacted by the extensive flooding in
North Carolina. They are asking our church to assist by providing
some filled flood buckets to replenish our N.J. District supply.
The item list is available in the narthex. Whether you are willing
to supply a complete bucket or just a few of the items needed,
please bring in your donation by NEXT Sunday, March 1st.
Thank you for caring.




STEWARDSHIP THOUGHTS

Matthew 4:7 — “Jesus said to him, ‘Again it is written.” Jesus
defeats Satan in our place, not by using His power as God, but
by His perfect obedience in His perfect humanity. Jesus
defeats Satan not by miracles, but by quoting the Scriptures
and living according to them. This should cause us great joy
for two reasons. First, we see Jesus win the victory for us.
Second, here Jesus shows us how to stand in that victory: on
the Word of God alone.

CALENDAR:
Wednesday: Lent Midweek Gathering
Thursday: 6:30 pm Praise Team Practice
Sunday: 8:45 am Sunday School

10:10 am Prayer Meeting in Kavasch Hall
10:30 am  Communion Service

Lent Midweek Gatherings at Calvary: 2/25, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25
6pm Supper, 7:30pm Video and Discussion.

During our midweek Lenten meetings, we will be watching and
discussing “The Case for Easter”. This video series from Lee
Strobel looks at the evidence for the Resurrection and invites us
to examine it and consider why Easter is so vital for our faith.

THOSE WHO SERVE Us:
Altar Guild: Lauren Molinari
Communion Assistant: John Ricca
Contemporary Music Director/Organist: Ruth Bolger
Live Stream/Projectionist: Chris Bolger
Reader: Joanne Arroyo
The Praise Team

BIRTHDAY:
February 25" Austin Keltner
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February 22, 2026
% PRAY FOR:

Nancy Wolcott Lou Ann

Doris Beall Ellen Ciompi
Anita Minnix Gerry Shimonaski
John Wickham Gordon Wickham
Karl and Luise Wetter Fred Lausten
Lucille Wernes Al Arroyo
Dessirree Filaci Nathan Kuder
Gilbert Kriebel Pastor Anthony lovine
Mary Benirschke Jean Giovinco
Caroline Michael Conte
Lorna Maydine

Colette Lois Tiedemann

Mission Workers
Kenneth Meyer Jr. and his mission work in Vienna.

Benga Adesokan and his mission work with Nigeria.

CALVARY’S MISSION
As God’s Children, our mission is to
Know His Word, Share His Word and Live His Word

Visit our website at www.veronalutheran.com for updates and online giving.
Click on the donate tab to set up online giving, it's easy and convenient.

CCLI# 1304541



